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finely tuned, almost secretive division of its
company dedicated to overseeing the
production of faux leather goods. While the
Louis Vuitton handbags and wallets that
longtime customers know best are
handcrafted in the brand’s corporate Paris
factories (the brand’s first factory was built
in 1854), other goods like paper goods,
backpacks, and eyewear are produced at
one of three facilities in France and Spain.
It’s a skilful faux surprise: a bag that looks
like a Louis Vuitton but isn’t one. But while
the Louis Vuitton handbags that have
remained almost entirely authentic were a
business decision, the faux line was a
response to a shift in consumers’
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preferences away from all things
“authentic,” or made only in high-end
industrial factories. The shift is connected
to economic turbulence and what’s been
called the “post-authenticity” era, which is
characterized by a new movement away
from mass-produced and hypersophisticated, status-enhancing goods. Highend, high-status products such as Louis
Vuitton bags can now be found in
department stores like Bloomingdale’s, as
well as in Macy’s, Neiman Marcus, Saks
Fifth Avenue, and Barneys New York. So
now Louis Vuitton is playing the
authenticity card by making its faux leather
goods at the same factories that make the
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real thing. It will start with “Milla” leather
goods such as wallets, clutches, and leather
accessories that will be available in
department stores and department store
chains. The Milla line, launched in Spain,
was once the only Louis Vuitton faux
option: a deceptively luxurious line
produced by the real company and sold at
not-too-cheap prices. One of its Milla
wallets 3da54e8ca3
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