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libraries in California to receive a $1.3 million grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. According
to the Aptos Library Foundation, the library will be able to use the funds to "supplement library
materials, improve educational programs for children and teens, and provide for the preservation and
management of books and other library materials." The Aptos Branch Library was chosen for the grant
because of its need for financial assistance to serve the community and because of its long-standing
history of excellence in service. All of the branches were selected after a rigorous application and review
process that was based on the branch's accomplishments and the availability of financial support. The
Bixby Creek Lodge in Willits, Calif., had been the only branch without library funding. In July, the
Library Advisory Board took a vote that was overwhelmingly in favor of supporting the Bixby Lodge.
Members cited the importance of funding as a catalyst to finding a way forward for the library. The $1.3
million grant was made available as part of Mellon's Public Library Assistance Program. Other branches
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that received funds were the San Juan Record, Las Vegas Libraries and nine branches in Lubbock, Texas.
Throughout the year, the Aptos Branch Library Foundation held a number of activities that helped the
community understand the role of the library and the importance of its budget. Several talks were given
including "Library Without Walls: Carnegie Libraries and Community Centers," which was presented by
the National Endowment for the Humanities. The talks were informative and helped raise awareness for
the library. An exhibit was also planned to feature items donated by the community and educational
materials from other public libraries. The exhibit will focus on books selected by the community. All
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